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This article has been retracted: The Authors asked about the retraction because they received a note from 
the UK Biobank: “The UK Biobank Research Development Team has informed us that the use of a subset of 
prescription data in our analyses does not comply with the Control of Patient Information (COPI, 2020) 
notice. Specifically, ‘these prescription data could only be used for the purpose of COVID-19 research’. 
While we have analyzed the impact of these prescription drugs on COVID-19 mortality, as contained in the 
present manuscript, any additional analyses, as also contained within, appear to be incongruent with the 
COPI notice. We hence abide by the request of UK Biobank Research Development Team to withdraw the 
entire publication. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. It should be noted that the scientific 
content, methods and validity of the results in the entire publication remain unaffected by both the request 
and the subsequent retraction.” All authors accepted to retract the manuscript. 
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